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into account job losses and income ef-
fects.

We need a Congress that can com-
prehensively look at these things, a
body that can, in the words of the
White House, ‘‘protect public health,
welfare, safety, and our environment,
while also promoting economic growth,
innovation, competitiveness, and job
creation,” all at the same time.

So as we learn what’s actually in
ObamaCare and other laws, why is it
such a bad idea to ensure that indi-
vidual, rank-and-file Americans get to
weigh in, through their elected rep-
resentatives, on the important details
that impact their pocketbooks, con-
sume their time, and govern countless
aspects of their daily lives?

The truth is it’s not a bad idea. In
fact, I predict Congress would take the
time to more thoroughly and publicly
deliberate about these large ambiguous
bills if the regulators didn’t get the
final say. In the end, we would end up
with better, clearer legislation in a di-
minished role for unelected rule-
makers. More Americans could stay en-
gaged in the entire lawmaking process
and could voice their concerns in a
meaningful way. And politicians would
be unable to hide behind so-called
“unelected bureaucrats’” because the
American people could ultimately hold
Congress accountable for the rules
coming out of Washington.

I implore my colleagues to join me in
restoring a measure of accountability
to the democratic process. Support this
bill.

The CHAIR. The Committee will rise
informally.

The Speaker pro tempore
ROTHFUS) assumed the chair.

———————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has agreed to a concur-
rent resolution of the following title in
which the concurrence of the House is
requested:

S. Con. Res. 22. Concurrent Resolution pro-
viding for a conditional adjournment or re-
cess of the Senate and an adjournment of the
House of Representatives.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Committee will resume its sitting.

————

REGULATIONS FROM THE EXECU-
TIVE IN NEED OF SCRUTINY ACT
OF 2013

The Committee resumed its sitting.

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 30 seconds to set the frame for
where we are.

What we’re asking is for all major
rules and regulations to have to be ap-
proved by both the House and the Sen-
ate and signed by the President before
they would ever go into effect. That
message is one of the few things we can
agree on—the Senate agreed on the
time we can adjourn. That’s about
what we agree on. Seventeen bills have
made it through here in 7 months, and
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we’re talking about 50 to 100 major
rules. Not gonna happen.

I yield 5 minutes to the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY).

Mr. CONNOLLY. I thank my friend
from Tennessee, and I thank him for
his able leadership on this bill.

Listening to our friends on the other
side of the aisle, I urge them all to re-
read Upton Sinclair’s ‘“The Jungle,”
because that’s where you would take
us. You would take us to a world in
which there was no Federal oversight
of the food supply in America, there
was no oversight of child labor in
America, there was no oversight of
workplace safety in America. And trag-
edies ensued.

America’s water, America’s air is
cleaner, more breathable, and healthier
today precisely because of regulation.
The narrative that all regulation is
burdensome—it only entails a cost, it
never entails a benefit—is absolutely
false and needs to be rejected by this
body.

Sadly, Mr. Chairman, it is once again
shaping up to be a lost summer for
Congress as a number of issues ripe for
debate—not this one—will be left to
wither on the vine as Members leave
town for the next 5 weeks. That’s frus-
trating, after this year began with so
much promise.

I was pleased to be part of a bipar-
tisan coalition that voted for the New
Year’s Day deal to avert the fiscal cliff.
A few weeks later, that same bipar-
tisan coalition banded together to pro-
vide emergency aid to communities
ravaged by Superstorm Sandy. Thank-
fully, our success didn’t stop even
there. We came together again on a bi-
partisan basis to reaffirm the strong
support for the Violence Against
Women Act after it had languished in
this body because leadership refused to
compromise.

At that point, people were actually
beginning to wonder if the 113th Con-
gress had finally gotten the message—
that the American people want us to
work together to get things done, not
to just make cheap political points.
But sadly, that progress was not sus-
tained.

The first fissure appeared after the
Senate’s adoption of its first budget in
nearly 4 years. I guess my friends on
the other side of the aisle, the House
Republicans, who had repeatedly beat
up on the other Chamber for not doing
its job with respect to the budget, are
still dumbfounded that they in fact did
pass one because it’s been 4 months and
they still have yet to appoint Members
to the conference committee they
claim they wanted.

Then the Senate managed to pass bi-
partisan comprehensive immigration
reform. Our Republican colleagues may
talk a good game on immigration, but
that’s all they’ve done so far here in
the House. Not one of the bills in their
piecemeal approach has come to this
floor for consideration.

And just recently, House leaders al-
lowed extreme partisanship to not only
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derail what was originally a bipartisan
farm bill, but to also cast aside a crit-
ical safety net that was founded on a
bipartisan basis in both the Senate and
the House decades ago to protect fami-
lies who need help putting food on the
table.

The list of unfinished business con-
tinues to grow as we enter the final
days of summer, but where is the ur-
gency to resolve them? I was puzzled to
see House Republicans bring up a so-
called ‘‘jobs’ bill that once again pro-
vided less infrastructure funding than
we did the previous year in what was
called the T-HUD appropriation bill. Of
course it wasn’t a surprise they had to
pull it from the floor in the face of bi-
partisan opposition. Their parting shot
of this week will be the 40th attempt to
repeal part or all of ObamaCare. That’s
40.

When we return from this ill-timed
recess, Congress will have just 9 legis-
lative days to reach a deal on keeping
the government open for business be-
yond the end of the fiscal year, and by
that time we’re going to be bumping up
against the debt ceiling. We actually
managed a bipartisan accord to sus-
pend that debt ceiling earlier this year,
but we haven’t been able to rekindle
that spirit of cooperation.

Mr. Chairman, the American people
aren’t taking 5 weeks off like we are,
and neither should this Congress. We
can’t afford another lost summer.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Chairman, at
this time it’s my pleasure to yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. BACHUS), the chairman of
the Subcommittee on Regulatory Re-
form, Commercial and Antitrust Law.

Mr. BACHUS. The gentleman from
Fairfax, Virginia, has just told us that
we have avoided the fiscal cliff. I won-
der if our children and grandchildren
can take any comfort in that. I had no
idea that the deficit and the debt had
gone away. I had been told they were
increasing by billions of dollars every
day.

We have another difference of opin-
ion across the aisle. Our colleagues are
saying we need more Federal regula-
tions—those that are covered by this
bill that cost $100 million or more. We
on this side of the aisle think that we
could do well with a few less more reg-
ulations. Yes, every President has
added regulations, every administra-
tion—and we’re supposed to say that
that is a good thing?

Regulations today cost $11,000 per
American worker. Now, that’s not
taxes; that’s not your Social Security;
that’s not their expense. That is just
the Federal regulations. Fourteen per-
cent of our national income, according
to Dr. Douglas Holtz-Eakin, our former
Congressional Budget Office director,
14 percent of our national income is
being absorbed by Federal regulations.

Now, the gentleman from Tennessee
says there were all these regulations
before, and the Obama administration,
they passed very few regulations. Well,
not according to Dr. Holtz-Eakin. He
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